
1



Agenda

ÅWho is Affected by Addiction

ÅThe Addiction process

ÅThe Cost of Addiction in the Workplace

ÅWhat you can do

ÅValue of Treatment



When you think of the addicted do you think it 
applies to these folks?



Or these



Or these?
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Or these?



Addiction Affects Everyone

Regardless ofé.

ÅEducation

ÅProfession

ÅWealth/Power

ÅGeographic location

ÅReligion

ÅPolitical affiliation
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The size of the problem

ÅOf the 22.4 million current 
illicit substance user aged 
18 or older 15.4 million 
(68.9 percent) were 
employed either full or part 
time.

ÅOver 75 million family 
members are impacted
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Alcohol Usage

ÅAmong the 58.5 million adults who were binge drinkers, 
44.5 million (76.1 percent) were employed either full or 
part time. 

ÅAmong the 16.2 million adults who were heavy 
drinkers, 12.4 million (76.0 percent) were employed.

ÅRoughly 1 in 9 persons aged 12 or older (10.9 percent) 
drove under the influence of alcohol at least once in the 
past year

9



Workplace usage (payer data)

ÅClaims increased by 31% between 2014 and 2017

ÅAccount for 67% of the substance-use cases

ÅOpioid treatment costs increase 35% and now 
represent 73% of the substance-use treatment cost
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What do we know about the opioid crisis? 

ÅAbout 80 percent of people who use heroin first misused prescription 
opioids.

ÅRoughly 21 to 29 percent of patients prescribed opioids for chronic pain 
misuse them.

ÅBetween 8 and 12 percent develop an opioid use disorder.

ÅAn estimated 6 percent who misuse prescription opioids transition to 
heroin

ÅThe Midwestern region saw opioid overdoses increase 70 percent from 
July 2016 through September 2017.
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Addiction is a chronic Illness

Å A major reason people take a drug is they like what it 
does to their brains

Å Changes in the brain chemistry that controls rationale 
thought and behavior

Å Allôs about dopamine

Å Stages:
1. Control of starting and stopping

2. Control of starting but loss of control of stopping

3. Loss of any control



Bad Decisions
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ÅBus driver allowed to work despite suspicions of 
drinking

ÅAuthorities later said the driver's blood-alcohol 
level was nearly three times the legal limit when 
she dropped off her 50 students from school 

(Mt. Prospect Police Dept)



Before
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During
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The Addiction and Recovery
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