
Self-funded employer groups can increase

the value of their pharmacy benefit both

health-wise and financially by carving out

their pharmacy plans. A strong clinical

focus, financial transparency, and tailored

plan designs are invaluable. Minimal

disruption to plan participants is typical

when switching to a carve-out pharmacy

plan. Although there was a time where

gaps in integration came into question,

unified data-sharing trends have now

made integration seamless. To ensure a

smooth transition for both employer

groups and plan participants, National

CooperativeRx recommends contracting

with a trusted partner dedicated to serving

members’ needs.

Scan QR Code for Access to Full Blog

CARVE-IN

CARVE-OUT

RECOMMENDATION

Carve-In vs. Carve-Out
Pharmacy Benefits

Pharmacy plans integrated into an employer’s medical

benefit without a separate contract.

Advantages and Disadvantages:

Contract

Care Coordination

Streamlined Administration

Minimal Focus on Rx Contract Guarantees

Limited Visibility of Rx Savings Opportunities

Pharmacy plans detached from the medical benefit,

utilizing a separate PBM vendor.

Advantages and Disadvantages:

Contracts for Medical and Pharmacy

Expertise and Focus on Rx Performance

Visible Rx Plan Details and Guarantees

Rx Plan Customization Opportunities

Quick to Adapt to Industry Changes

National CooperativeRx is a member-owned, not-for-profit cooperative. Plan sponsors with

carve-out pharmacy benefits experience a simplified contractual process with National

CooperativeRx. On behalf of plan sponsors, we negotiate one master contract with a PBM that

offers exceptional savings. From there, we create custom plans to meet the specific needs of

groups, designed and overseen by our expert account managers and in-house clinicians. Our

contract terms, pricing, guarantees, and claims data are fully disclosed to our plan sponsors.
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The Alliance
Self-Funding Smart2023 Fall Symposium and Annual Meeting

Webinar

Mental Health Parity and Addiction  
Equity Act: What You Need to Know
Wednesday, November 15, 2023 | 9:30am – 10:30am CT

The Mental Health Parity and Addiction 

Equity Act (MHPAEA) has played a critical 

role in bridging the gap between mental 

health and medical benefits. In this session, 

we will explain the MHPAEA and the 

challenges employers face in achieving true 

parity. As proposed regulations are set to 

impact employers in 2024, we’ll also provide 

the latest insights and guidance so you can 

stay ahead of the curve. From coverage 

expansion to reporting requirements, 

you’ll learn what you need to do to ensure 

compliance within your organization.

Scan this code for  

more information:

M R I  •  C T  •  U L T R A S O U N D  •  X - R A Y

MHIMAGING.COM

EXCEPTIONAL TECHNOLOGY  
AT A FRACTION OF THE COST
Partnering with MH Imaging can save  
your bottom line at least $2,000 per  
MRI claim, $1,000 per CT Scan and  

several hundred per Ultrasound and 
X-Ray. We offer same day, or next day 
appointments, with same day results. 

Accessible, affordable, & comfortable. 
Contact us today to learn how you  

can start saving money. 

MILWAUKEE
414.281.1490

KENOSHA
262.842.1400

RACINE
262.321.7970

MADISON
608.829.8299

https://the-alliance.org/
https://the-alliance.org/the-alliance-events/


The Alliance
Self-Funding Smart2023 Fall Symposium and Annual Meeting

Wednesday, April 10, 2024  |  Monona Terrace

Save the Date
In-person Event

2024 Spring
Symposium

Exceptional Value For Outpatient Care

For Scheduling Call 855-694-3300, or Fax 715-514-1770 
For More Info Visit MySSMI.com

For Scheduling Call or Fax 608-690-7210 
For More Info Visit MySmartInfusion.com

$850 
With and Without Contrast

MRI Infusion

Board Certified and Subspecialty,
Fellowship Trained Radiologists

Referring Provider Satisfaction Guaranteed

Wide Bore for Better Patient Experience
Faster, Quieter Exams
Superior Image Quality

Brand New GE MRI Scanner

Images and Reports Shared With Your
Provider Within Hours

Care Delivered by a Team of Advanced Practice
Nurses and Clinical Nurse Specialists

Private Infusion Suites
Excellent Patient to Nurse Ratio
We Treat Patients like Family

Safe, Comfortable, Outpatient Clinic Setting

We Work With Most Patient Assistance
Programs to Assure Lowest Patient Costs

Savings Up To 60%
Compared to Local Hospitals

$650 
Without Contrast
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